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The Village of Indian Head Park is proud to announce 

a new cooperation with government technology 

startup Simplicity to improve communication with 

residents. Using the Simplicity app, you can quickly 

get all important community updates, announce-

ments and upcoming events.   

The app will help you to 

stay informed and con-

nected with The Village by 

having all official updates easily accessible in one place.  The Mobile App 

features include Village Announcements, Community Events and Smart 

Notifications meaning you can receive notifications based on your inter-

ests and preferences.  Scan the QR code with your smartphone to  down-

load the app now.  Feel free to share it with your friends, family and 

neighbors! 

New IHP Mobile App Ready for Download 
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Santa and his LIVE reindeer will be returning to the Indian Head 

Park Holiday Festival in Blackhawk Park this year!  The festival 

will take place on Sunday, December 19th from 11:00am until 

1:00pm.  Kids of all ages will be able to have their picture taken 

with Santa and his live reindeer.  There will also be candy canes, 

crafts for the kids and a Christmas parade in the park.  Come expe-

rience the music and holiday cheer! 

Kelli Joy OȭLaughlin Memorial Foundation will be collecting food 

for a local pantry.  Bring a food item to donate at the event.  Items 

needed are canned fruit, pasta and pasta sauce, cereal, jelly, mac 

and cheese, flavored rice/noodles, canned veggies,  and canned 

soup. 

Holiday Festival Returns to Blackhawk Park 



WINTERIZE YOUR HOME: 

 Insulate walls and attics. 

 Caulk and weatherize doors and windows. 

 Install storm windows or cover windows with 

plastic. 

 Clean your gutters. 

FROZEN PIPES: 

 Take steps to prevent frozen water pipes 

 Locate and insulate the pipes most susceptible 

to freezing; typically those near outer walls, in 

crawl spaces or attics. 

 Heat tape or thermostatically controlled heat 

cables can be used to wrap pipes.  Be sure to 

use products approved by an independent 

testing organization, such as Underwriters La-

boratories Inc., and only for the use intended.  

Closely follow all manufacturersȭ installation 

and operation instructions. 

 Seal any leaks that allow cold air inside where 

pipes are located. 

 Disconnect garden hoses and shut off drain 

water from pipes leading to outside faucets. 

 Make sure ou know how to shut off the water, 

in case pipes burst. 

PREPARE FOR POSSIBLE ISOLATION IN YOUR 

HOME FOR SEVERAL DAYS: 

 Make sure you have sufficient heating fuel.  

After a severe winter storm, regular fuel carri-

ers may not reach you for days. 

 Have emergency heating equipment 

(fireplaces, wood burning stoves or space 

heaters) and ample fuel so you can keep at 

least one room of your house warm.  Always 

ensure proper ventilation to avoid carbon 

monoxide poisoning. 

 NEVER use an outdoor grill to heat your home 

or to cook food indoors. 

 Keep fire extinguishers on hand and make 

sure your family knows how to use them. 

PREPARE YOUR VEHICLE FOR THE WINTER: 

 Winterize your vehicle or have your vehicle 

serviced by a reputable dealer, garage or me-

chanic. 

 Check your wipers, tires, lights and fluid levels 

regularly.  Make sure the brakes and transmis-

sion are working properly.  Lubricate door 

and trunk locks to prevent them from freez-

ing. 

 Prepare a Winter Storm Survival Kit and carry 

it in your vehicle.  A kit is important even for 

short trips.  If you have an accident or vehicle 

breakdown, you may be waiting for several 

hours for assistance to arrive.  See below for 

what items you should include in your Kit. 

Tips to Help You Prepare for Winter Weather 



Revision to Special Use Ordinance for Sheds in Village 

The Village Board recently voted to amend the 

Special Use Ordinance that is part of the Zoning 

Code in order to address a special circumstance 

existing in the Robert Bartlett Subdivision of Indi-

an Head Park, and to work with the residents of 

that area who had sheds on their properties that 

were not in compliance with the existing ordi-

nance that prohibits unattached structures on a 

residential property that have not been granted a 

variance and special use by the Village. 

The Robert Bartlett Subdivision includes several 

blocks to the north of the Willow Plaza Shopping 

Center on Joliet Road and includes 65th Place, 

Howard Avenue and Laurel Avenue.  This neigh-

borhood was annexed to Indian Head Park in 

1972 and at the time of the annexation many of 

the homes already had existing sheds on the 

properties.  The homes are built on concrete slabs 

and many have one car garages.  This creates a 

storage issue for lawn maintenance equipment, 

snow removal equipment and other household 

items. 

A special Committee was formed by the Board to 

address how to handle the non-compliant sheds 

and the special circumstances of the residents in 

the Robert Bartlett Subdivision.  Upon recommen-

dation of the Committee and the Planning & Zon-

ing Commission, the Village adopted an ordinance 

that allowed for residents to request a variance 

and special use for the existing sheds provided 

that the shed was surrounded on three sides by 

natural plantings to screen the shed from street 

view, that the shed be within the buildable area of 

the property, that no electricity or plumbing be 

allowed in the shed, that no animals reside in the 

shed and that the shed structure will not exceed 

12 feet in width, 12 feet in length and 10 feet in 

height. 

In order to make it less costly and easier for resi-

dents in the Robert Bartlett Subdivision to peti-

tion for a variance and special use to keep their 

sheds, the Village Board agreed to waive the usual 

filing fee of $750 per person to apply for a vari-

ance, and only required that the residents pay the 

cost of the required publication for the public 

hearing before the Planning & Zoning Commis-

sion. Several residents have already applied for 

and received a special use and variance for their 

sheds. 

IHP Receives GFOA Budget Award for Fifth Consecutive Year 

Each year our Village Administrator, John Du-

Rocher and our Finance Manager, Argelia Garbacz 

comprehensively  compile the budget for the Vil-

lage.  This ensures that our Village Taxpayerȭs mon-

ey is allotted correctly, and used in the most eco-

nomically responsible way—down to every last 

penny.  The Government Finance Officers Associa-

tion, also known as GFOA, is a national organiza-

tion which has given the Village of Indian Head 

Park the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award 

for the fifth year in a row!  This is no easy task, so 

we want to spotlight John and Argeliaȭs hard work 

and monthȭs of dedication and organization to put 

together our fiscal integrity and transparency!  The 

GFOA established the Distinguished Budget Presen-

tation Awards Program (Budget Awards Program) 

in 1984 to encourage and assist state and local gov-

ernments to prepare budget documents of the very 

highest quality that reflect both the guidelines es-

tablished by the National Advisory Council on State 

and Local Budgeting and the GFOAȭs best practices 

on budgeting and then to recognize individual gov-

ernments that succeed in achieving that goal.    

Thank you John DuRocher and Argelia Garbacz! 



 

Deadline Extended for 2021 

IHP Community Survey 

Winter is upon The Village!  Remember, it is 

critical that residents not park vehicles on pub-

lic streets any time within a 24 hour time peri-

od after an accumulation of two or more inches 

or when snow removal is in progress.  Illegally 

parked cars that are interfering with snow 

plowing operations will be ticketed and towed 

at the ownerȭs expense.   It is the responsibility 

of the resident to remove snow from around 

the mailbox to assure uninterrupted deliver of 

mail.  Please be courteous to your neighbors 

and motorists, do not shovel snow back into 

the streets.   

Village Hall & SBC 

Holiday Schedule 

To celebrate the Holidays, Vil-

lage Hall will be closed on De-

cember 23rd, 24th and 31st.  

Village Hall will also be closed 

on January 3rd, 2022 for 

training.   

SBC Waste Services will col-

lect garbage on their usual 

pick-up days.  

On behalf of the entire staff 

of The Village, Merry Christ-

mas and Happy New Year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2021 Indian Head Park Community Survey is 

available online at the Village website and will also 

be mailed to every residentȭs mailbox in the month 

of December.  Printing the survey took longer than 

expected so please disregard the deadline that is 

printed on it.  The new deadline to submit your 

survey (either online or hard copy) is December 

31, 2021.  Please only submit one survey per per-

son.  The results will be shared in the January edi-

tion of Smoke Signals as well as on the Village web-

site.  Thank you for participating, we appreciate 

your feedback. 

Reminder of the Month 



Vaccination Policy 
At the November meeting of the President and 

Board of Trustees, the Village Board adopted a 

mandatory vaccination policy for all employees and 

contractors not covered under a collective bargain-

ing agreement.  There are medical and religious ex-

emptions to this policy.  The effective date of the 

ordinance is June 30, 2022. 

This policy was adopted after careful consideration 

of all of the facts surrounding vaccinations, includ-

ing input from medical professionals and public 

health officials.  The goal of this policy is to protect 

all Indian Head Park residents and employees.  We 

want our employees to work in a safe environment, 

just as we want all of our residents to feel safe 

around our employees. 
 

Chocolate & Peppermint  

Christmas Bark 
 

Ingredients: 

-12 ounces high quality dark chocolate 

-12 ounces high quality white chocolate 

-1/3 cup crushed peppermint candy 

-1/3 cup green and red m&mȭs 

 

Instructions: 

1.) Line a large baking tray with parchment paper. 

2.) Melt the dark chocolate until smooth.  Pour onto 

the parchment paper and spread out using a spatu-

la until it is about ρȾσȱ thick.  Place in the fridge for 

10 minutes to slightly harden. 

3.) Melt the white chocolate and pour on top of the 

dark chocolate.  Carefully spread out the white 

chocolate with a spatula, cover the dark chocolate. 

4.) Sprinkle crushed peppermints and m&mȭs on 

top of the white chocolate while it is still melted. 

5.) Place the pan in the refrigerator for 2 hours (or 

45 min in the freezer) until the chocolate hardens. 

6.) Break the chocolate apart into pieces and enjoy! 

 



Summary of The November 2021 Board of Trustees Meeting 
4Ï ×ÁÔÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÉÔȭÓ ÅÎÔÉÒÅÔÙ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÖÉÓÉÔ ×××ȢÉÎÄÉÁÎÈÅÁÄÐÁÒË-ÉÌȢÇÏÖ 

 

Mayorȭs Report: The south end of the Acacia sidewalks are complete.  The north end is to be completed 

early 2022.  The Countyȭs sidewalk plan along Plainfield and Wolf Roads is in phase 1 with additional 

updates to come next year.  The sidewalk plan for Joliet Road is in the works with legislators and the 

City of Countryside.  The roadwork on the southern section of Acacia Drive is done, the northern section 

will be completed in early part of next year.  The final phase of the work along Acacia Drive is landscap-

ing, which will help beautify the Village.   

The 294 on-ramp construction is expected to be done in November.  The tollway construction is sched-

uled to last several more years.  The southern half of the sound wall between Joliet and Plainfield is to be 

removed and replaced in Summer 2022.   

Mayor Hinshaw attended 2 Village events in October; a Senior Citizen breakfast on the 19th and Coffee & 

Donuts with the mayor on the 30th.   

Lastly, Mayor Hinshaw encouraged the residents to sign up for alerts through the Village website. 

Public Comments: There were several public comments from visitors in the audience. 

Stationary Cameras Project: Police Chief Steven Stelter gave a presentation on the stationary cameras 

project.  The Villageȭs leadership has a desire to place stationary cameras throughout the Village at des-

ignated locations as a crime deterrent and to help solve criminal activity.  The objective of this project is 

to select a camera vendor that best meets the Villageȭs needs and expectations.  The camera system will 

be used to review vehicle activity after a crime has been reported and to capture license plate infor-

mation to assist in Police investigations. 

Property Tax Extension Resolution 06-2021: Determining the estimated property tax to be levied by 

the Village for tax year 2021.  The total levy is being increased by $3345 which is about $1.52 per parcel. 

Resolution Passed. 

Ordinances 2021-14, 15 & 16 Allowing for a Special Use Allowing  a Shed: There are a total of 19 

households within the Bartlett subdivision who have participated in the shed study to be granted a spe-

cial use ordinance for their shed.  A total of three ordinances were passed tonight with the remaining 16 

to follow in the upcoming months.  After completion of the initial group, the shed study will expand to 

the rest of the Village.  Ordinance Passed. 

Ordinance 2021-17 Removing Gaming License at Driftwood Lounge: The Driftwood Lounge is in the 

process of being sold and there are currently no gaming machines located at Driftwood.  The landlord 

(owner of the Plaza) has a non-compete agreement with the establishments that currently have gaming 

machines.  Ordinance Passed. 

Ordinance 2021-18 Granting Liquor License for SOG Protection dba Driftwood Lounge:  This ordi-

nance will grant the class A liquor license to the new owners of Driftwood Lounge.  Ordinance Passed. 

First Look at Proposed Development at Joliet & Wolf Roads: Architect Kirk Alexakos presented a 

proposed retail space for the former ȰDomeȱ site.  Further discussions are to be continued. 

Ordinance 2021-19 Covid-19 Vaccination Policy: Discussion occurred regarding the requirement of 

employees and contractors doing business within the Village to be vaccinated against Covid-19.   The 

mandate still needs to be negotiated with The Police Union.  Mandate will go into effect June 30, 2022.  

Ordinance Passed. 



Contȭd Summary of The Board of Trustees Meeting 
4Ï ×ÁÔÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÉÔȭÓ ÅÎÔÉÒÅÔÙ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÖÉÓÉÔ ×××ȢÉÎÄÉÁÎÈÅÁÄÐÁÒË-ÉÌȢÇÏÖ 

 

Smoke Signals Discussion: The Communications Committee has determined that the Smoke Signals 

will be published on a monthly basis until June, 2022.  Afterwards, Smoke Signals will continue as an 

online publication with no more printed copies.  Theyȭd like to see the online edition feature not only 

news, but updates from residents within the Village.  Further discussion will take place at next monthȭs 

board meeting following a Committee Meeting later this month. 

Trustee Updates: A Finance Committee Meeting is scheduled for November 30th at 6:00 pm.  The Eco-

nomic Development Committee has been active—Paschen Construction Co. is providing an estimate for 

façade work at the Plaza.  The Committee will be looking into financing for it and also reaching out to 

businesses to try and attract them to the Village. 

Village Administratorȭs Report: The Goals page is live on the website and updated monthly.  We are 

looking into revamping the website over the winter.  The Census numbers were certified the Village 

population is at 4,065 which is up from 3,809 from 10 years ago.  This adds up to an extra $55,000 in 

state funding. 

Assistant Village Administratorȭs Report: An update on leaf vacuuming program was provided, in-

cluding that there would be data on the leaf pick-up available in December.  The website will be getting 

a makeover this winter.  Simplicity is a new mobile app that the Village has partnered with to provide 

information to residents.  The app is free for residents as well as for the Village. 

Public Comments: There were several public comments from visitors in the audience. 

Meeting Adjourned: Next meeting will take place on December 9th, 2021. 



  

Village Board of Trustees 
Meets second Thursday of every month  

7:00 pm at Village Hall 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 

November 11th, 2021 

December 9th, 2021 

January13th, 2022 

February 10th, 2022 
 

Indian Head Park Village Hall  
201 Acacia Drive, Indian Head Park, IL 60525 

708-246-3080 

www.indianheadpark-il.gov 

 

 

 

 

Twitter: @villageofIHP   Instagram: @_indian_head_park_  

Facebook: @IndianHeadPark www.indianheadpark-il.gov 

The App Store: Simplicity 


